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Dressed in school colors and bright orange T-shirts, the students and teachers at De Anza Magnet School 
pledged to do their part in the fight against bullying here Tuesday morning. 

Each classroom created a chain made of paper links, which were connected by a few eighth-graders at the front 
of the school.

“These chains represent our unity as a school in the fight against bullying,” school Principal Terri Mason said to 
the students. “By raising peace we can build a better school and a better community.”

Each day, the students recite the peace-builders pledge, which urges students to do their part in the fight against 
bullying.

“A peace builder is someone who is nice to people and doesn’t bully them,” said Mariali Rodriguez, an 11-year-old 
sixth-grader.

The peace-builders pledge is also something the teachers have come to appreciate. 

“I think it’s awesome,” said Patty Betz, a third- and fourth-grade special day-class teacher. “The pledge helps build 
the culture and the vision of the school. We have a zero-tolerance stance on bullying because we want our 
students to feel safe when they come to school.”

As each class took turns presenting their chains to the eighth-graders, Mason led the school in chants of “peace 
builders” and “right wrongs.”

The event is one of many the school practices in order to eliminate bullying.

“We do activities all the time,” Mason said. “Yesterday we had ‘be a buddy not a bully day’. The older kids 
partnered with the younger kids and played with them during recess.”

Mason hopes the lessons the students learn will stay with them when they become adults. 

“We want them to be productive members of society that build peace,” Mason said. “We live in a world that is full 
of violence and inequities. If we can take our 500 kids and send them out into the world as peace builders, it may 
be a small part, but its part of the beginning to peace.”

Staff Writer Karina Lopez can be reached at 760-337-3439 or klopez@ivpressonline.com
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