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 Violent crime in schools cut in half  

 Study: Students more likely targeted outside school in '02 than '92

    

By CURT ANDERSON,

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON - Violent crime against students in schools fell by 50
percent between 1992 and 2002, with young people more often
targeted for violence away from school.

There were about 24 crimes of rape, sexual assault, robbery and
physical assault for every 1,000 students in 2002, down from 48
per 1,000 a decade earlier, according to a report released Monday
from the Education and Justice departments.

The reduction mirrored the trend found outside classrooms overall
crime is at a 30-year low across the nation.

The report found instances of school violence involving students
have dropped steadily since a string of fatal shootings in the
1990s, notably the 1999 killings of 13 people at Columbine High
School in Colorado by two heavily armed students.

"I think there's been a lot of emphasis on safety in school,' said
Roger Kowalski, director of student services and child welfare for
the Colton Joint Unified School District. "Since Columbine and
some of those other shootings, people are more aware.'

Schools have taken a number of steps, from installing metal
detectors and hiring more security personnel to implementing
programs aimed at curbing bullying, which can lead to more
serious crimes.

Many San Bernardino County schools employ campus resource
officers, offer conflict resolution and participate in anti-violence
programs, such as PeaceBuilders and Operation Cleansweep.

"A kid will always feel better and do better in school if they feel
safe,' Kowalski said.
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The report found students are more apt to be victims of violence
outside school. There were about 659,000 violent crimes involving
students at school and about 720,000 away from school property.
For the most serious nonfatal violent crimes rape, assault and
robbery the crime rates were lower in school than away from
school every year from 1992 to 2002.

The report also found that, between 1992 and 2000, students
between 5 and 19 were 70 times more likely to be murdered away
from school than on campus. There were 234 homicides at school
during that time span, compared with more than 24,000 away
from school.

"There was initially great concern about school violence, but our
report shows that kids are safer at school than they are away from
school,' said the report's co-author, Katrina Baum of the Bureau of
Justice Statistics.

Overall, in 1992 there were more than 3.4 million crimes in school
against students between 12 and 18, the report estimated. That
included more than 2.2 million thefts by far the most common
serious crime in school and more than 1.1 million violent crimes.

By 2002, the report found the total number had dropped to 1.7
million crimes: just over 1 million thefts and about 659,000 violent
crimes. Teachers are also targets of schoolhouse crime. The report
found that from 1998 through 2002 teachers were victims of an
annual average of 233,900 crimes at school, more than 90,000 of
them violent. That translates to an annual rate of 51 crimes per
1,000 teachers.

The report shows that inner-city teachers are more than twice as
likely to be victims of violent crimes than those in suburban or
rural school districts, and that male teachers are more often
attacked than female teachers. The report does not give year-to-
year comparisons because the sample sizes studied are too small,
Baum said.

Other findings in the report:

In 2003, 22 percent of students in grades 9-12 reported using
marijuana during the preceding 30 days. That compares with
18percent in 1993 and 27percent in 1999.

About 45 percent of high school students in 2003 said they had at
least one alcoholic drink in the 30 days before they were surveyed,
about the same as in 1993 and down from a recent high of 52
percent in 1995.

A third of students in grades 9-12 said that someone had offered,
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given or sold them an illegal drug on school property in 2003. That
number has essentially remained the same over the past decade.

About 21percent of students in 2003 said that street gangs were
active in their schools, most often in urban districts.

Twelve percent of students in 2003 said that someone had used
"hate-related words' against them in the preceding six months,
related to such things as race, ethnic origin, religion and sexual
orientation. More than a third of students said they had seen
"hate-related graffiti' at school.

Staff Writer Leigh Muzslay contributed to this report. Justice
Department: http://www.usdoj.gov/

Education Department: http://www.ed.gov/

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.peacebuilders.com/whoWeAre/AboutUs.htm
http://www.peacebuilders.com/whoWeAre/ContactInfo.htm
http://www.peacebuilders.com/whoWeAre/TermsandConditions.htm
http://www.peacebuilders.com/whoWeAre/SiteLicense.htm
http://www.peacebuilders.com/whoWeAre/PrivacyPolicy.htm
http://www.peacebuilders.com/whoWeAre/CopyandTrade.htm
http://www.usdoj.gov/
http://www.ed.gov/

