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It's time to advocate peace for Long Beach. 

That's the message from event promoters of the Peace4 Long Beach Rally, set for 9 a.m. to about 
3:30 p.m. Saturday at Cesar Chavez Elementary School, 730 West Third St., Long Beach. 

"Our mission statement is to advocate for peace and raise awareness of the effects of youth violence 
through shared experiences, group dialogue, and partnerships with schools and community members 
of Long Beach," said Scott Wayman, Human Relations Commissioner for the City of Long Beach and 
a member of the Rally's planning committee. 

During the rally there will be workshops where attendees can have a dialogue with former gang 
members as they share how to bring about peace in communities riddled with crime that's often gang 
related. 

"There will be a panel discussion with former gang members where all in attendance will have a 
chance to ask questions," Wayman said. "The new police Chief (Jim) McDonnell will be a guest 
speaker and there will be more dialogue groups with topics for discussion." 

Danny Flores, a former gang member in Long Beach, will also be a guest speaker, Wayman said. 

"I think attendees should walk away from this with concrete ideas and the initiatives to spread 
throughout our community and to mitigate violence and promote peace," Wayman said. 

One of the event sponsors is PeaceBuilders, the violence prevention and character education youth 
program approved for the federally funded Safe and Drug-Free Schools Act. It is a comprehensive 
community-based program that shifts the entire organizational climate to a peaceful, productive and 
safe place for children, parents and the community. 

"The event should be filled with great information and it's a great opportunity to network with other 
people in the community," Wayman said. "Lunch will be provided and the celebration should be a 
great time for everyone." 
 
Registration begins at 8:30 a.m. 
 
The will be performances, dancers, singers, poetry reading and more. In the afternoon there will be a 
peace march from the school to Ocean Boulevard. 
 
"We will be wearing Peace4 Long Beach T-shirts or T-shirts which represent someone who has been 
lost to violence. Everybody in the community is invited,” Wayman said. "It should be a great time. 
There's lots to learn." 
 
For more information or to RSVP call 562-673-0142 or email to peace4LB@gmail.com 
pam.hale@presstelegram.com, 562-499-1476 



 
Kids from the local community march through the streets of Long Beach during the Peace4LongBeach rally that started at 

Cesar Chavez Elementary School and ended at Cesar Chavez Park in Long Beach. 
 

 
Sam Che, uncle of Melody Ross, who was killed in front of Wilson High School last October, talks to the audience about 

his niece and the loss his family suffered on the effects of youth violence. 
 

 
Long Beach Police Chief, Jim McDonnell, talks to the group of kids about gang violence and the importance of community 

during the Peace4LongBeach gathering. 


