
 

Parade to honor Martin Luther King Jr. will wrap up Peace Week 

http://www.presstelegram.com/news/ci_14163133 
 
Earlier events will set the tone for the climactic celebration and extend the civil rights leader's message. 
By Greg Mellen, Staff Writer 
Posted: 01/10/2010 09:08:00 PM PST 

LONG BEACH — The 22nd annual Martin Luther King Jr. Peace and Unity Parade and Celebration hits the 
streets Saturday, but it is merely the climax of a week of festivities throughout Long Beach that venerate and 
celebrate the late civil rights leader. 

The brainchild of 6th District Councilman Dee Andrews and dubbed Peace Week, the events are intended to 
provide education and context to the popular Saturday parade. 

Andrews says the idea of the Peace Week is to extend the message of King beyond, "the short little time we 
have together on Saturday." 

"We have to come together," Andrews said. "If we can offer and show off a small torch of peace and love, we 
know people will see it. And we hope some will grab hold and walk with us." 

The week's festivities stepped off Saturday when Mayor Bob Foster joined Andrews in the third annual Dr. 
Martin Luther King Jr. Peace March. 

The candlelight walk, intended to lift the consciousness of the community about Dr. King's legacy and 
principles, marked a spirited and spiritual beginning to the week. 

This year's parade carries the theme "Strength to Love," after King's book by that name that was published in 
1963. 

Andrews said he chose the theme because it "calls for a return to love. Its teachings focus on loving your 
enemies and it invites the reader to dive into a wellspring of information that can assist you to become a 
greater person for all. It's a pathway to peace." 

The parade begins at 10:30 a.m. at Martin Luther King Jr. Avenue and Anaheim Street and proceeds north to 
19th Street and east to Martin Luther King Jr. Park at 1950 Lemon Ave. 

At the conclusion of the parade, the celebration will continue at the park. 

The festival includes entertainment, food booths, craft and merchandise vendors. 

There will also be a children and teen area that will include games and rides. The hours will be from 12:30 p.m. 
to 5 p.m. 

But that's just the centerpiece. All this week, events will be presented to set the tone. 

On Tuesday, three Peace Maker Awards will be handed out at 4 p.m. at City Council Chambers, 333 W. 
Ocean Blvd. prior to the City Council meeting. 

The awards go to people and groups that develop nonviolent strategies toward peace and community building. 



The honorees will be Pastor Wayne Chaney Jr. of Antioch Church, the PeaceBuilders Program and founder 
Michelle Molina and Walter Neil of British Petroleum. 

Chaney is a popular and active preacher in the Central Area. He is president of the Long Beach Ministerial 
Alliance, which helps provide leadership and consultation to pastors, community organizations and government 
agencies. He is also on the executive boards of California Southern Baptist Convention and Global Tribe 
International, whose mission is to rescue those in physical and spiritual poverty. 

PeaceBuilders is a violence prevention youth program approved for the federal Safe and Drug-Free Schools 
Act. It helps create peaceful, productive and safe places for children, parents, staff and faculty. The 
organization is managed by PeacePartners, Inc., owned and operated by John and Michelle Molina and is now 
at 1,200 sites and in 44 states. 

Neil is the Public and Government Affairs Director for British Petroleum. The company has supported peace 
and community building events in Long Beach and is a sponsor for the parade. 

Wednesday and Thursday will feature dialogues between youth and police at Martin Luther King Jr. Park, 4:30 
p.m. to 7 p.m. 

On Friday, the inaugural Martin Luther King Jr. Minister Luncheon will be held at the park from noon until 2 
p.m. and the "Dreamland" youth and teen area will open from 5 p.m. to 10 p.m. 

After the parade, the week's events conclude Sunday at 3 p.m. with an interfaith celebration at Gospel 
Memorial Church of God in Christ, 1480 Atlantic Ave. 
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