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Modesto Mayor candidates (top l-r) Armando Arreola,
Brad Hawn; (bottom l-r) Garrad Marsh, Bill Zoslocki. - -
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Residents from all corners of Modesto are looking to the city's next mayor for
a plan to put people to work.

The question was posed to mayoral candidates Thursday night during a
forum at the King-Kennedy Memorial Center held by the NAACP, Community
Action Coalition and the Project Uplift mentoring program for teens.

Bill Zoslocki, Councilmen Garrad Marsh and Brad Hawn, and Armando
Arreola are running in the November election to replace Mayor Jim
Ridenour, who terms out this year.

Zoslocki, a builder seeking public office for the first time, promised to attack
the area's unemployment problem if he is elected. Stanislaus County's jobless
rate was 16 percent in August and usually far exceeds the national percentage.

He said a major manufacturer hasn't come to Modesto in the past 20 years,
"because Modesto is not business friendly. We act like we are, but we are not."

The city relied on the construction industry to lead previous economic
recoveries, but that won't happen this time, Zoslocki said.

Modesto needs to prepare for the 21st century economy by pushing for math,
science and engineering programs in local schools and establishing ties with
tech industries in Santa Clara County, the candidate said. The city also needs
to create opportunities for employers along Highway 99 and allow them to get
projects approved more quickly.

Marsh said the city needs to promote a valuable resource — water.

Modesto is one of the few Central Valley cities that has kept groundwater levels at historic norms, and it expects to
increase the output next year from an expanded water treatment plant at Modesto Reservoir, Marsh said.

Major companies, however, may not know the city can provide water for industrial operations, Marsh said. "There are
not a lot of places in California that can do that."

The two-term councilman also is working on a nonprofit Community Development Corp., which he said could spur
economic activity in disadvantaged areas.

Hawn noted that Rizo Lopez Foods in Riverbank recently decided to bring 100 jobs to Modesto because the city has
sewer capacity.

Hawn said Modesto has settled for mediocrity in the past, and shedding that image should improve its chances for
economic development. He also discussed an idea for putting the long-term unemployed to work fixing sidewalks, which
would reduce the city's liability costs.

Arreola said he would use his Democratic Party connections to secure grants for city improvements and job training.
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The moderators for Thursday's forum included a young person from Project Uplift, who got a laugh by posing a fake
question: Who's your favorite rapper? But the forum in west Modesto did offer a chance for the candidates to connect
with voters from lower-income neighborhoods.

Zoslocki has reached out to Latinos by telling of his family's roots in Calexico, near the border with Mexico. While
serving as president of the Building Industry Association of Central California, he said Thursday, he hired a black
woman as a legislative assistant to shake up the group dominated by white men.

Hawn stressed that the city needs to work with schools to support families, because the breakdown of families has led to
drug addiction, gangs and crime in Modesto.

He supports two efforts: a pilot program for introducing family values and principles in elementary schools and the
PeaceBuilders anti-violence program in Modesto City Schools.

The candidates concurred that the city needs to work with schools to improve the community.

Marsh said he has worked with groups that are helping elementary school students to read at grade level to keep them
from dropping out. And he praised a program that trains young people for manufacturing jobs.

Officials with the city and Modesto City Schools have held initial talks about cost-saving proposals, such as merging
their bus systems or possibly moving the school district offices to Tenth Street Place, Hawn said.

Bee staff writer Ken Carlson can be reached at kcarlson@modbee.com or (209) 578-2321.
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