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Students dress up as ‘peaceniks’
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Marshfield —

Since the start of the 2011-2012 academic 
year peace has been a theme permeating 
classrooms throughout the district in 
Marshfield. Students at Eames Way School 
brought the concept to life on Friday, Nov. 4 
as students celebrated Peaceniks Spirit Day.  
Students and teachers dressed as people they 
perceived to be leaders of peace, 
understanding and tolerance.

According to Assistant Principal Kathleen Valenti, the Peaceniks Spirit Day was designed by the 
school’s leadership council comprised of 12 students from fourth and fifth grade selected by 
their teachers for their leadership qualities and socially conscious characteristics and behaviors. 
The council will change during each term of the school year.

“They were very instrumental in planning the day,” Valenti said. “I am very proud of all the work 
they have done.”

The program arises from, “Peacebuilders,” a violence prevention curriculum and professional 
development program for grades K-12. The School Committee adopted the program earlier this 
year for implementation throughout the district in response to state requirements that each 
community develop an anti-bullying curriculum. Owned and operated by PeacePartners, Inc  in 
California, Peacebuilders professionals have worked with the Marshfield leadership team to 
train staff from each school to use the curriculum throughout each day in a variety of 
instructional settings.

Valenti explained that students were asked to sign a “peace contract” and then bring the contract  
home to their parents. “There are many activities we are instituting at the different grade levels 
that develop a connection between home and school and teach that achieving peace is done 
throughout the community,” Valenti said.

The student council worked very hard to prepare the student population. “They have been 
making posters, giving announcements over the loudspeaker and generally using word of mouth  
to get their classmates excited about the day,” she said.

At various times on Friday peace activities took place within the classrooms including the 
introduction of the “power words,” which include  “please,”  “thank you,” “excuse me,” and “I 
apologize.”

“This is generally not new to students in Marshfield,” Valenti said. “Rather it is reinforcement of 
what they have been learning every day. We talk in school about what it means to be peaceful, 
that peace starts within you, at home and with your neighbor.”
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When it was decided that students would dress up as ‘peaceniks,’ Valenti said the students were 
asked to describe one. ‘There was the traditional image of hippies in the sixties,” she said. 
“Clearly these ideas come to the students from their parents or from television. But after 
discussing it they suggested people in the community who keep them safe like policemen, 
firemen and doctors. It was an enlightening response.”

The staff has found the “Peacebuilders” program beneficial thus far, according to Valenti. She 
said that materials for faculty included many ideas for activities promoting peace and including 
the anti-bullying component into the curriculum. Worksheets, a reader’s theatre (similar to a 
play) and role playing are some of the tools incorporated. Reading and social studies 
components have been included as well.

“It is a positive program and is achieving great results,” Valenti said. “We are thrilled to share 
this day with the community!”
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