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People of Peace at Gulf County School 

It didn’t take Angie 
Metcalf long to realize 
she was at a school 
using the 
PeaceBuilders program. 
Ms. Metcalf is director 
of support for 
PeacePartners, Inc., the 
single-source provider 
for PeaceBuilders in 
North America. 
 
“As I toured Port St. Joe 
Elementary, I could see 
they were using the 
PeaceBuilders program 
because of the manners 
I observed with the 
children and the 
positive leadership 
demonstrated by the 
principal, Mr. Earley,” 
she said.  
 
PeaceBuilders is a 
renowned anti-violence 
youth program 
approved for use with 
the federally funded 
Safe and Drug-Free 
Schools Act. The 

Ms. Angie Metcalf, director of support for PeaceBuilders, reviews the program’s 
implementation at Port St. Joe Elementary School in Gulf County. Principal Chris 

Earley is her guide.   

 



program addresses risk factors that predict violence, bullying, using drugs, using tobacco and other 
undesirable behaviors. PAEC sponsors PeaceBuilders in Gulf County through the Florida 
Diagnostic and Learning Resources System (FDLRS) and at Franklin County’s Carrabelle High 
School through Safe and Drug-Free Schools dollars. 
 
“In the school setting, PeaceBuilders increases academic achievement by allowing teachers to 
spend more time teaching and less time disciplining,” Ms. Metcalf said. “The program creates a 
peaceful environment by increasing positive, respectful, thoughtful behavior, while decreasing 
violence and disruptive behavior. Through long-term practice, peaceful behavior becomes an 
integral part of the school’s culture.” 
 
Port St. Joe Elementary 3rd grade teacher Jo Clements supports using PeaceBuilders in her 
classroom and the school because, she said, "We are people of peace.” 
 
Mr. Earley added, "PeaceBuilders is a great opportunity to emphasize the beliefs that our country 
was built on." 
 
According to Ms. Metcalf, in a successful PeaceBuilders school, like Port St. Joe Elementary, one 
can find:  

• the whole school pledging to build Peace everyday  
• everyone – teachers, students, parents, staff and instructional leaders – using PeaceBuilders 

language  
• adults modeling the PeaceBuilders principles  
• teachers including PeaceBuilders principles in their daily routines, activities and lessons  
• adults and students planning peace-building activities  
• everyone praising each other  
• adults and children solving problems peacefully, and  
• schools tailoring the program to their specific needs. 

Paula Lovett Waller, PAEC executive director, said, "Programs like this help students achieve their 
highest potential because there is an infrastructure for positive communication and acceptable 
behavior. I commend the participating schools for striving to improve their culture." 
 
   

 


